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1. Introduction

Teaching English to children in a number of kindergartens in the city of Baubau has not been widely carried out
The teaching of English that takes place in the classrooms is still very limited and with litle material composition. Evenin
some kindergartens, English has not been taught to children. This phenomenon occurs because one of them is the low
level of linguistic competence, in this case the English language possessed by teachers in kindergarten. This is
understandable considering the educational background of these teachers is not English language education (Al-Obaydi,
Nashruddin, Rahman, & Suherman., 2021). However, considering the many benefits that can be obtained when having
English language skills, English mustbe taught regularly to children from the beginning oftheir education in kindergarten.
In addition, the challenges broughtby the era thateveryone seems to be required to have proficiency in a foreign language,
namely Englishlanguage (Junaidi, J., Hamuddin, B., Simangunsong, W., Rahman, F., & Derin, T., 2020).

English has at least four basic skills, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. These four skills must
be mastered to achieve good mastery of English. In this paper, we discuss one of the four skills,namely reading and more
specifically about the important aspects of teaching children to read in English. Understanding written texts is the goal to
be achieved from reading (Pang dkk., 2003., Rahman, F. (2017).). For the children also found the desire to understand
the reading in frontof them. However, understanding readingis not created as natural and easy as understanding speech.
Understanding reading is still difficultfor children to do withoutthe help of the teacher. As revealed by Schwartz & Sparks
(2019) thatreading is complicated which does nothappennaturally and cannotbe guessedjustlike that. As far as teaching
English to children is concerned, teachers must understand the process of teaching reading in English and understand
that it is neither easy to do nor challenging (Garton & Copland, 2019). Therefore, teaching children to read in English
requires the help of teachers with adequate skillsin the aspects of teaching reading in English to children.

This paperaims to discuss essential aspects of teaching children to read in English that teachers should know with
the hope that this paper can contribute to increasing knowledge in the field of teaching children to read in English. More
specifically, this paperisintended to be consumed by teachers in kindergarten so as to expand their conceptual kno wiedge
in teaching children toread in English.
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2. Method

The essential aspects and which are considered importantaboutteaching children to read in Englishiin this paper
are derived from the results of the analysis of previous related literature which are still deemed necessary and important
for discussion.

3. Findings and Discussion
This section discusses three essential aspects that teachers should know in teaching children to read in English.
3.1. The Characteristics of Chidren

One of the important aspects that must be realized by teachers when teaching English to children, in this paper
childrenaged 5to 7 years, is the characteristics of children. Teachers mustrealize that learning English for childrenis n ot
an ordinary thing. English has attracted great attention to teachers so that it has an impact on children's English learning
(Hashemi & Azizinezhad, 2011). Considering this, the teacher has the obligation to know the characteristics of children
well so that they can teach English properly. As mentioned by Scott & Ytreberg (1990) that the characteristics of children
are things that need to be known and taken into consideration when teaching language to children.

According to Scott & Ytreberg (1990), children can say what they have heard; children can come up with plausible
reasons; children can use a wide range of intonation patterns into their mother tongue; children can understand direct
human interaction; children know thatrules mustbe obeyed; children use language skills long before they know it; children
perceive things around them through hand movements, sightand hearing; children are very logical in thatthey follow what
they see from the teacher; children don'talways ask; children have shortattention span and concentration; children do not
always understand what the teacher is pointing at; children do not always admit that they do not understand what the
teacher has explained; children cannot choose what they wantto learn; children love to play and learn to the fullest when
they enjoy it; children can be serious and think what they are doing is important and real; children have high enthusiasm
and positive attitude towards learning so teachers must believe in them that they will be successful in their learning.

Musthafa (2010) mentioned that teaching English to children can be effective when teachers consider the criteria
thatinclude English should be usedas often as possible so that children have broad opportunities to be exposed to English;
classrooms should be designed with things thatcan be clearly seen in English; teachers should use activity-basedleaming
methods such as TPR; teachers must be able to maintain children's interestin English material by presentingitin a variety
of ways; teachers should focus on developingchildren's language, namely vocabulary considering itis importantin meefing
the needs of communicating in English; the teacher must always repeat the material that has been taught to ensure the
child's English acquisition; teachers should provide English language acquisition or learning programs for children on a
regular basis; and teachers must be the rightexample for childrenin English learning activities.

Fromthe aspects of the characteristics of the children above and also followed by the indicators of effective English
teaching that must be known by the teacher, it gives an important meaning for teaching reading in English to children.
Teaching reading which involves hearing, sightand a number of rules can be followed by children. Teaching reading that
requires seriousnessin observing the letters can be followed by children because they are able to seriously pursue what
they are doing. Children have greatpotentialto succeed in learning to read in English becausethey have a positive attitude
and are enthusiastic in living their learning. Considering these things, teachers must be able to create effective reading
teaching for children.

3.2. TheImportance of Teaching Childrento Read in English

Harmer (2005) reveals that the principles of teaching reading are reading is not a passive skill; students must be
active inthe reading activities they encounter; students must be encouraged to respond to the contentof the reading text,
not just the language; a major factor of reading is predicting; match the task with the topic; a good teacheris to fully exp loit
the reading text. Teaching reading to childrenis still a challenge for teachers, especially when teaching children to read in
English, soit cannot be denied thatteaching reading in English to children is often avoided or very rarely done by teachers
in the classroom. By understanding the principles in teaching reading can help teachers prepare reading instruction to
children.

Reading plays a very important role in human life, both reading in the first language and reading in a foreign
language in this case is English language. Teachers need to be aware teaching reading in English to children is very
appropriate to be done early in their growth and development process because of a number of benefits. According to
Dtugosz (2000), children will be able to acquire correct pronunciation and satisfactory receptive abilitiesin the language,
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after mastering reading, children will accelerate their progress in mastering the entire range of linguistic skills. Knowing
these benefits, teachers need to realize that teaching reading affects the improvement of other language skills one ofthem
is writing. Reading also benefits the development of children's first language acquisition, increases the number of
vocabulary, and improves grammar, writing and speaking skills in one’s first language (Anderson & Nagy, 1993;
Cunningham, 2005; Krashen, 2011, in Aisyiyah, 2020).

3.3. Decoding and Phonemic Awareness

Understanding the concept of decoding is very important for teachers because decoding has a close relationship
with reading. The next aspect of discussion in this paperis decoding. In reading, the need of interaction between the
readerand the the text should meet in the first place; and there is a requirementthat the reader must be able to interpret
the written words (Qrgez & Rashid, 2017). Children as language learners have a great opportunity to be able to read in
English as earlyas possible. Children can read in English when they are taught to read in English. Reading skills will be
mastered by children when they first have decoding skills (Beck & Juel, 2002). Ehri (1994) stated that one way to be able
to read wordsis decoding. Knowing how to decode is one of the important steps to become a fluent reader (Schwartz &
Sparks, 2019). Thus, teachers must be able to present decoding teaching in English to children appropriately.

Teachersneed to comprehend some prerequisites and challenges that children find during reading words before
teaching childrento read. They are that children can decode words when they know that printed words have meaning ja di;
children can decode words when they know that words are composed of letters so it becomes very important for the
teacher to teach all the letters; children can decode words when they know that they are made up of letters that make
sounds when spoken so itis important for teachers to teach children to be able to map the letters into their sounds (Beck
& Juel, 2002).

There are two approaches to teaching reading in English thatare effective that must be applied to childrenin terms
of helping the achievement of their decoding skills that include the phonics method and the look and say approach
(Dtugosz,2000). The phonics method, which shouldbe understood, is nota single strategy. Several strategies for teaching
the relationship between letters and sounds from this phonic method have been found (Beck & Juel, 2002). Phonics
includes the relationship between sounds with certain letters (Willis,2009). The phonics approach is considered noteasy
so the teacher can start teaching with three or four letters that make up a word (Scott & Ytreberg, 1990). The second
approachis look and say. Thisapproach is based on words and phrases written on flashcard media. The teacherbegins
to teach reading with everyday words that are already recognized by the children. The teacher points to a word and
pronounces it while pointing to the object. (Scott & Ytreberg, 1990)

Teachershave a role in helping children become good readers. One way is to raise early phonemic awarenessin
children (Willis, 2009). Children realizing that letters have a relationship with sounds is called phonemic awareness.
Children begin to form phonemic awareness when the teacher reads themand points to the words. This lets children know
that letters symbolize sound (Willis, 2009). Phonemic awareness has a close relationship with reading ability early and
later when children enter elementary school (Pang dkk., 2003). To be able to raise children's phonemic awareness is
apply pattern games; where this pattern game can also develop children's ability to recognize words (Willis, 2009).

4. Conclusion

Teaching children to read in English is a challenge for teachers. Teachers should have conceptual and technical
knowledge aboutteaching English to children in general and specifically teach children to read in English considering that
reading skills or reading ability are one of the important things for children's academic preparation and becoming fluent
readers. Children as an important indicator in English learning activities make teachers have to understand the
characteristics of children so that the treatment in learning can be carried out properly. Teaching English to children needs
to be done by considering the principal things related to the characteristics of these children.

Knowing the benefits of teaching children to read in English is also an important aspect that must be instilled
inteachers. There is no doubt that teaching children to read in English can develop their other language skills which are
very important for their educational success. English for childrenis nota new thing but it is not an easy thing for children
to do on theirown. The teacher as someone who has a majorrole in teaching children must realize that teaching children
to read English must start with the right steps. Knowing the concepts of decoding skills and phonemic awareness is the
right first step in teaching children to read in English.
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